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resulted from the conversion under 37 CFR 1.59 (c) (3) of provisional application Serial 
No. 60/310,138, filed Aug. 2, 2001, by Petra Reed, into a non-provisional application. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



This invention relates to pedestals. The term "pedestal" is used herein to denote 
a structure which can be placed on the earth, on the floor of a building, or on an 
30 elevated surface (for example a buffet or other table, sideboard or desk) and which will 
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support objects (e.g. tableware of all kinds) placed on top of the pedestal. For example, 
pedestals are widely used in the catering and hospitality industry to support serving 
dishes, containers, platters, trays, jugs, glasses, bottles, cutlery, ice sculptures and 
flower vases at positions chosen for functional and/or decorative reasons. 

5 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

We I have discovered, in accordance with the present invention, new and useful 
pedestals comprising a pedestal base and a plurality of (i.e. two or more) support 

1 0 members fitted into channels in the upper surface of the pedestal base. In most uses, 
the pedestal base has a lower surface resting on the floor or on a table or other 
elevated surface, and an upper surface which, with the support members, can support 
objects on top of the pedestal. Where reference is made herein to upper, lower, 
vertical, horizontal etc., those references assume that the pedestal base is being used 

15 in this way. 

The pedestals of the invention can be easily assembled and disassembled. 
They can be in the form of disass e mb le d, and th e i nv e nt i on i nc l ud e s n e w and us e fu l 
kits containing one or more pedestal bases and a plurality of support members which 

20 can be assembled with the pedestal base(s) to form the new and useful pedestals of the 
invention. The components of a kit can be packed into any suitable container, optionally 
having compartments for different components, for example a fabric bag. A kit 
comprising a plurality of separate pedestal bases and support members can be 
assembled into a wide variety of pedestals of different functionalities, shapes, 

25 dimensions and decorative appearances. The invention makes it possible for users to 
transport a kit of relatively small dimensions to, for example, a particular catering or 
display event, and to construct, on site, one or more pedestals adapted to the particular 
requirements of the event. After the event, the pedestal(s) can be easily disassembled, 
cleaned (for example in commercial washing facilities) and repacked as a compact kit 

30 for transport to storage or to another event. 
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Many of tho podostal bases usod in tho pedestals of tho pres e nt invent i on aro 
nov el in th ei r own right, and form part of the present invention. 



5 W e hav e a l so d i scov e r e d n e w, or i gina l and ornam o nta l d e s i gns for p e d e sta l 

bases and for podosta l s. 

This I n a f i rst asp e ct, th i s invention provides a pedestal which comprises 

(1 ) a pedestal base having an upper surface which defines at least two pairs 
10 of open channels, each pair of open channels being sized and spaced so that a 

straight support member of constant cross section can be slidably fitted into the 
pair of channels, with a midsection of the support member lying between the 
open channels and having an open space underneath it, and the pairs of 
channels being placed on the upper surface so that, when a straight support 
15 member is fitted into each pair of channels, the support members are parallel to 

each other; and 

(2) at least two support members, each support member being fitted into 
one of the pairs of channels in the upper surface of the pedestal base , and 
the support members having top surfaces which lie in a single horizontal 

20 plane which is higher than the upper surface of the pedestal base. 

the pedestal base comprising two spaced-apart wall members which are connected 
to each other only by the support members, each wall member having one of the 
open channels of each pair of channels . 

25 One or more of each pair of channels can optionally have associated 

therewith at least one additional channel which is sized and spaced so that a 
support member slidably fitted into the pair of channels can also be slidably fitted 
into the additional channel(s). The additional channel or channels can be in the 
same pedestal base or a different pedestal base. 

30 
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The term "slidably fitted" is used herein to mean that, when the pedestal base is 
upright, with the open channels exposed, straight support members of constant cross 
section can be placed in respective pairs of the channels, and are supported by the 
channels so that the position of each support member can be changed by sliding the 
5 support member within the channels. The term "comprises" is used herein in its normal 
sense in patent law to mean that other components are optionally present. 

I n a second asp e ct, this i nvent i on prov i des a k i t comprising ono or moro pedesta l 
bas e s and a plurality of support m e mbers which can bo fitt e d onto tho podosta l b a s e (s) 
10 to assemb le on e or mor e pedesta l s accord i ng to th e inv e nt i on. 

I n a th i rd aspect, th i s i nvention provides a novel podosta l base which compris e s 
a hollow tub e having an upp e r p e r i ph e ra l surfac e and a low e r p e r i ph e ra l surfac e , th e 
uppor por i phoral surface i nc l ud i ng at le ast two pa i rs of open chann e ls, o ach pair of 

15 op e n channe l s boing sizod and spaced around the p o r i ph o ral surface so that a straight 
support member of constant cross section can b e s l idab l y f i tted into tho pa i r of 
chann e ls, and th e pairs of chann el s b ei ng spac e d around th e upp e r p e r i ph e ra l surfac e 
so that, wh e n a straight support m e mb e r i s f i tt e d i nto e ach pa i r of chann el s, a l l th e 
support m e mb e rs ar e paral lel to e ach oth e r. The tub e can hav e any cross - s e ction, for 

20 o xamplo a c i rcu l ar, oval, square or othor regular cross sect i on, or an i rregular cross 

s e ction, and can hav e a constant or vary i ng cross - s e ction. The tub e can hav e a c l os e d 
cross sect i on throughout i ts length or it can i nc l ude addit i onal chann el s wh i ch aro not 
used to accommodat e support m e mb e rs and which extend, ax i al l y or oth e rw i s e , from 
ono or both p e r i ph e ri e s. Th e tube can a l so i nc l ud e a s l ot wh i ch e xt e nds from on e 

25 p e r i phery to tho othor, so that no part of tho tubo has a c l osod cross sect i on. For 
e xampl e , th e podosta l baso can bo part of a tubo having a para llol ogramat i c (for 
examp le r e ctangular) cross sect i on. I n ono embod i m e nt, th e p e d e sta l bas e consists 
essent i al l y of on l y two of tho adjacent wa ll s of such a paral l o l ogramat i c tube. The two 
adjacent wal l s of such a tube can m ee t at a sharp or round e d ap e x. Such a base can 

30 a l so hav e op e n ch a nn el s form e d i n th e apex at wh i ch th e adjac e nt wa ll s m ee t, so that 
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al t e rnat i v e ly two such bases can bo p l acod with tho i r axes hor i zontal, and support 
mombors s l idably placed in tho open channe l s i n tho ap i ces of the bases in accordanco 
w i th the i nvent i on. 



5 I n a fourth asp e ct, this i nvent i on prov i d e s a nov el ped e sta l bas e wh i ch compris e s 

two or more separab l y inter l ock i ng wa ll membors wh i ch together provide ( i ) a lower 
surface ( i nc l ud i ng a p l ura li ty of spaced apart l ower surfaces) wh i ch can rost stab l y on a 
f l at surface and (ii) an upp e r surface wh i ch i ncludes a t least two pairs of open channe l s, 
each pair of op e n chann e ls b ei ng s i z e d and spac e d on th e upp er s urf a c e so that a 

10 stra i ght support m e mb e r of constant cross - s e ction can b e sl i dab l y fitt e d into th e pa i r of 
channe l s, and th e pairs of chann e ls b e ing position e d on th e upp e r surfac e so that, wh e n 
a stra i ght support member i s fitt e d i nto each pair of channe l s, all tho support members 
ar e para llel to e ach oth e r. The wall members can be parallelepipeds, preferably 
substantially rectangular parallelepipeds. One or more of tho wall mombors can bo of 

15 le ss h ei ght than th e wa ll m e mb e rs hav i ng th e op e n channe l s, thus s e rv i ng to l ocat e th e 
w all m e mb e rs having the op e n chann e ls i n d e s i r e d pos i tions. Th e wa ll m e mb e rs ar e 
s e parab le , i . e . can b e d i sass e mbl e d from th e i nt e rlocking conf i gurat i on into ind i vidua l 
compon e nts, e .g. for c le an i ng and storag e . In som e cas e s, the wa l l memb e rs can b e 
i nter l ocked i n diff e r e nt conf i gurations to provid e p e d e sta l bases of d i ff e r e nt sizes and 

20 shap e s. 

I n a fifth aspect, th i s i nvent i on provides a nove l pod o stal bas e which compris e s 
( i ) a l ower surface (inc l ud i ng a plura l ity of spac e d apart l owor surfaces) which can rost 
stably on a f l at surfac e and (ii) an undu l at i ng (including sawtooth) upp e r surfac e wh i ch 

25 i nc l ud e s at le ast two pairs of op e n chann e ls, e ach pa i r of op e n chann el s b ei ng s i z e d 
and spac e d on tho undu l at i ng upper surfac e so that a stra i ght support memb e r of 
constant cross section can bo slidably f i tted i nto tho pair of channels, and the pairs of 
channels be i ng pos i t i oned on tho uppor surfac e so that, whon a stra i ght support 
memb e r is f i tt e d i nto each pair of chann el s, a ll th e support members are para l l e l to e ach 

30 other. Tho undu l ations in tho uppor surface can bo such that tops of tho undulat i ons a ll 
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li o i n tho samo p i ano, go that th e uppor surface, viewed from the sid o , is flat, and i s 
pr e f e rab l y hor i zonta l . A l ternat i v el y or addit i onally, the undulat i ons can bo such that the 
upp e r surfac e , vi o wod from th e s i d e , i s corrugated, w i th th e chann el s in th e upp e r 
surf a c e s of th e corrugat i ons. 

5 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



The invention is illustrated in the accompanying drawings , in which . F i gures 1 8 
and 44 - 58 pr i mar i ly il lustrat e th e uti l ity (funct i onal) charact e rist i cs of th e i nv e ntion. 
10 Figures 9 43 pr i mar i ly i l lustrate th o ornam e ntal d e sign charact e r i stics of part i cu l ar 
e mbod i m e nts of th e i nv e ntion. I n Figur e s 9 - 16, th e support m e mb e rs ar e shown i n 
brok e n lin e s i n ord e r to ill ustrat e th e ornam e nta l d e s i gn charact e r i st i cs of part i cular 
embod i ments of p e d e stal 

bases of tho invention, i n tho absence of tho support members. 

15 F i gur e s 1 3 are perspective, top and s i de views of a f i rst p e d e sta l of th e 

i nv e ntion; 

F i gure 4 is a persp e ct i ve v i ew of a pedesta l bas e of th e th i rd aspect of tho 
i nv e nt i on hav i ng an ap e rtur e d cap fitt e d th e r e on; 

F i gur e 5 i s a p e rsp e ctive v ie w of an ap e rtur e d acc e ssory for f i tt i ng on top of a 
20 podostal bas e hav i ng support m e mb e rs e xtending partia l ly across tho top 

thereof; 

F i gur e 6 and 7 ar e cross s e ct i ona l vi e ws of cyl i ndrica l p e d e sta l bas e s of the th i rd 
asp e ct of th e inv e ntion compr i s i ng first and s e cond tubu l ar m e mb e rs and a 
tubular l inking m e mber plac e d b e tw e en the f i rst and s e cond tubular m e mb e rs, so 
25 that th e y can be rotated re l at i ve to each other; 

F i gur e 8 i s a p e rsp e ctive vi e w of a p e d e sta l of the inv e nt i on i ncluding thr o e 
ped e stal bases; 

Figur e s 9 13 ar e p e rspect i ve, top, bottom, front and s i d e v ie ws of a first p o dosta l 
bas e of tho th i rd aspect of tho i nvent i on, tho roar view be i ng tho samo as tho 
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front v i ew, with tho support mombors dopict e d i n broken linos so as to i ll ustrat e 
tho design features of the podosta l base on its own; 

Figur e s 14 - 16 are p e rsp e ct i v e , front and s i d e vi e ws of a second p e d e sta l bas e of 
th e th i rd asp e ct of th e i nv e nt i on, th e roar vi e w b e ing th e sam e as th e front v ie w, 
5 and th e front and s i d e v ie ws be i ng tho sam e as th e front and sid e v ie ws of th e 

p e d e stal bas e shown i n Figur e s 9 - 13; th e p e d e stal bas e of F i gur e s 1 4- 16 i s 
sim i lar to, but not as ta ll as, tho pod o sta l base shown i n Figures 9 13; and, as in 
Figur e s 9 13, tho support mombors are depicted in broken l in e s so as to i l l ustrate 
the design features of tho pedesta l base on its own; 

10 Figur e s 17 - 21 ar e p e rsp e ct i v e , top, bottom, front and sid e views of a first 

p e d e sta l of the i nv e nt i on, th e r e ar v ie w b ei ng th e sam e as th e front v ie w; 
F i gures 22 - 2 4 ar e p e rspect i ve, front and side views of a second podosta l of tho 
i nv e ntion wh i ch i s s i m i lar to, but not as ta ll as, the p e d e sta l shown i n Figur e s 
17 21, the top and bottom views being tho same as F i gures 18 and 19. 

15 Figur e s 25 - 29 ar e p e rsp e ctiv e , top, bottom, front and side v ie ws of a th i rd 

p e d e st al bas e of th e invent i on, tho roar v i ew being tho same as tho front v i ow, 
w i th the support m e mb e rs d e pict e d i n broken l i n e s so as to ill ustrat e th e d e sign 
features of tho pedesta l base on i ts own; 

Figures 30 34 ar e p e rsp e ct i v e , top, bottom, front and side v i ews of a third 
20 p e d e stal of the i nv e nt i on, th e rear v ie w b ei ng th e sam e as th e front vi e w; 

Figures 35 38 are porspoct i vo, top, bottom and front v i ews of a fourth p e desta l of 

th e i nvention, th e s i d e vi e w b e ing th e sam e as th e front vi e w; 

F i gures 39 43 ar e p e rsp e ct i v e , top, bottom, front and side vi e ws of a f i fth 

p e d e sta l of th e i nv e nt i on; 
25 Figures 1^3 44 46 are top, side and end views of a sixth pedestal of the 

inventions 

Figur e 4 7 i s a top vi e w of a s e v e nth p e d e sta l of th e i nv e ntion; 

Figur e s 48 49 are s i do and end views of an eighth pedesta l of th e i nvent i on; 

Figur e 50 i s a p l an v ie w of a n i nth p e d e sta l of i nv e ntion; 
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F i gur e s 51 and 52 ar o s i de v i ews of separab l y inter l ocking ped e stal baso 
members wh i ch can bo assembled to prov i de the pedestal base for the p e d e sta l 
shown in Figur e 50; 

F i gur e 53 i s a p l an v ie w of a t e nth p e destal of th e i nv e ntion; 
5 Figur e s 54 and 55 aro cross sect i ons taken on l in e s LIV LIV and LV LV of Figure 

3 w i thout th e support m e mbers; 

Figure 56 i s a plan vi e w of a p e d e sta l baso of the third aspect of the i nv e ntion; 
Figure 57 i s an e nd vi e w of a p e d e sta l of the i nv e ntion compr i sing two ped e sta l 
bas e s as shown i n F i gur e 56 and support members fitted into th e op e n channe l s 
10 i n the apic e s of th e p e d e stal bases; and 

F i gur e 58 i s an e nd vi e w of a p e d e sta l of th e i nvention comprising a p e d e sta l 
bas e as shown i n F i gur e 56 and support m e mb e rs f i tted i nto th e chann e ls in th e 
ends of the pedesta l bases. 



15 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 



In the Summary of the Invention above, in the Detailed Description of the 
Invention, and the Claims below, and in the accompanying drawings, reference is made 
to particular features of the invention. It is to be understood that the disclosure of the 

20 invention in this specification includes all possible combinations of such particular 
features. For example, where a particular feature is disclosed in the context of a 
particular aspect or embodiment of the invention, or a particular drawing or a particular 
claim, that feature can also be used, to the extent possible, in combination with and/or 
in the context of other particular aspects, embodiments, drawings or claims of the 

25 invention, and in the invention generally. 

In one embodiment, the pedestal base comprises at least 4 pairs of 
channels, the number of the support members is equal to the number of pairs of 
channels; each of the support members is a straight support member slidably fitted 
30 into one of the pairs of channels; and the support members have the same cross 
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section. 

Pedestal Bases 

5 The pedestal base in the pedestals of the invention comprises us e d i n th e f i rst 

asp e ct of th e i nv e ntion can b e of any form which can prov i d e th e d e f i n e d pa i rs of opon 
chann el s. For oxamp l o, the podosta l baso can compr i se 

(a) a tub e of clos e d cross section; 

(b) a tub e of op e n cross soction; 

10 (c) two or more spaced-apart wall members, each preferably having the same 

height, for example a first wall member comprising a plurality of first open 
channels and a second wall member comprising a plurality of second open 
channels, each of the first open channels forming, with one of the second open 
channels, one of the defined pairs of channels^ ; such wa l l members can b e 

15 s e parat e or i nt e rlock e d or oth e rw i s e s e cur e d tog e th e r. Such wa ll m e mb e rs, i f 

s e cur e d tog e th e r, ar e pr e f e rab l y secured i n such a way that th e y can b e e as il y 
d i sass e mbl e d for cl e an i ng and storag e ; or 

{4) a p e d e sta l bas e according to th e fourth or f i fth asp e ct of th e i nv e nt i on. 

20 The pedestal base preferably provides least three pairs, particularly at least 

four pairs, for example 5, 6 or 7 pairs, but generally not more than 12 pairs, for example 
not more than 8 pairs, of open channels. In some embodiments of the invention, the 
upper surface of the pedestal base provides channels, but the lower surface does not. 
In other embodiments, both the upper surface and the lower surface include channels. 

25 Each pair of open channels is sized and positioned on the upper surface so that a 

straight support member of constant cross-section can be slidably fitted into the pair of 
channels. Preferably, all the open channels have cross-sections such that support 
members of the same cross-section can be slidably fitted into each of them. The pairs 
of channels are positioned so that when a straight support member is slidably fitted into 
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each pair of channels, all the support members are parallel to each other, and 
preferably so that the support members are equally spaced from each other. 

The two channels making up a pair of channels are often mirror images of each 
5 other, and the dimensions of the pairs of channels depend in part on the angular 
relationship between the surface and the support member. For oxamp l o, i f a support 
m e mb e r cross i ng a cy li ndr i ca l p e d e stal bas e forms a chord at, or clos e to, a diam e t e r of 
tho base, th o chann e ls into wh i ch tho support m e mb e r i s fitted preferab l y havo an op e n 
cross - s e ct i on whos e width ( i . e . hor i zonta l d i m e nsion m e asured around th e cy li nd e r) i s 
10 s li ght l y l arg e r than th e width of th e support m e mb e r (m e asur e d at right angl e s to i ts 
ax i s). But i f th e support m e mb e r forms a chord at or clos e to a tang e nt to th e i nt e rior 
surfac e of th e p e desta l bas e , th e chann el s h a v e an op e n cross - s e ct i on whos e width 
(i.e. hor i zontal dim e ns i on moasurod around tho cy l inder) is much l arg e r than th e w i dth 
of th e support m e mb e r (m e asur e d at r i ght ang le s to its axis). 

15 

Often, the upper surface of the pedestal base, except where it is interrupted by 
the channels, lies in a single, preferably horizontal, plane. Similarly, the lower surface 
of the pedestal base preferably also lies in a single, preferably horizontal, plane. 
However, it is also possible for one or both of the surfaces to be irregular, for example 

20 to have a repeating waveform. Any irregularity in the upper surface preferably does not 
cause the upper surface to extend above the upper surface of the support members. 
Any irregularity in the lower surface preferably does not prevent the lower surface from 
resting stably on a flat, preferably horizontal, surface. It is possible for one or both of the 
upper and lower surfaces to lie in a plane which is not horizontal, for example when the 

25 pedestal base is to be placed upon a surface of known and regular slope, or when it is 
desirable for the upper surfaces of the support members to lie in a plane inclined to the 
horizontal. 

In somo e mbod i m e nts, tho p e destal base is a ho ll ow tube hav i ng a clos e d cross 
30 s e ction throughout i ts h ei ght, e xc e pt for tho i rrogu l ar i t i es caused by tho channe l s. I n 



10 



othor embodiments, tho wa ll of tho tubo has ap o rtur o s thoro i n. I n ono embodim e nt, the 
ap e rtures a r e s i z e d and plac e d so that th e pedesta l base can b e e as il y hand l ed by a 
user and/or so that usefu l accessories can bo hook e d onto the i nter i or or exter i or of tho 
tube. I n th i s e mbodim e nt, pr e f e rab l y th e r e ar e thre e to s i x ap e rtur e s, part i cular l y four 
5 ap e rtur e s, which ar e of th e s a m e s i ze and ar e uniform l y spac e d around th e tub e . Tho 
aportur o s can for examp l e bo substant i a ll y id e ntical r e ctang l es w i th rounded corners, 
e ach rectang le having a he i ght which i s 0.1 to 0.9 t i mes, e .g. 0.1 to 0.5 t i mes, preferably 
0.15 to 0.4 times, th e h ei ght of tho tub o , and whoso comb i ned width (m e asur e d a round 
th o walls of th o tub o ) i s 0.3 to 0.95 t i mes, e.g. 0.6 to 0.95 timos, preferab l y 0.7 to 0.9 
10 timos, tho c i rcumf e r e nce of tho tubo. 

In one anoth e r embodiment, at least 2 pairs of apertures, preferably at least 3 
pairs of apertures, for example 5, 6 or 7 pairs of apertures, are sized and placed in the 
wall of the pedestal base so that additional support members (whose cross-section may 

1 5 be the same as or different from the cross-section of the support members placed in the 
channels in the upper surface) can be inserted through each pair of apertures to form a 
platform within the pedestal base. Such a platform can be used, for example, to support 
a solid fuel heater or an ice tray or bucket, in order to heat or cool a serving dish placed 
on the support members or on a cap placed on top of the pedestal base in place of the 

20 support members; optionally, such a cap is apertured. 

Alternatively or additionally, the apertures can serve a decorative purpose. 

Th e p e d e stal base can also i nclud e add i tional chann el s wh i ch ar e not us e d to 
25 accommodate support members, and which extend, axia l ly or otherwise, from ono or 
both p e r i ph e ri e s. Tho p e d e st al bas e can a l so inc l ud e a s l ot wh i ch e xt e nds from th e top 
surface to tho bottom surface, so that th o pedestal base has an opon cross section 
throughout i ts h ei ght. 
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Whon tho podostal base i s tubular, i t can hav o any cross section, for examp l e a 

c i rc le (which i s preferred), oval, square or other regular cross section, or an irregular 
cross - s e ct i on. Th e cross s e ction of th e tub e i s pr e ferab l y constant. How e ver, th e 
cross - sect i on, and/or th e dimens i ons of th e cross - sect i on, of th e tub e can chang e , 
5 r e gu l ar l y or irregular l y, along th e axis of th e tub e . 

It is possible for the pedestal base to have open channels in its lower surface as 
well as its upper surface, in which case the open channels can be such that support 
members placed in the upper surface are parallel to, or at an angle to, for example a 
10 right angle to, support members placed in the lower surface. 



I n som e e mbod i m e nts th e ped e sta l bas e compr i s e s a s i ng le mono l ithic art i c le or 
a sing le artic le compos e d of a p l ural i ty of compon e nts in contact with e ach other. I n th e 
latt e r cas e , the compon e nts can b e s i d e- by - s i de and/or on e on top of the other, and can 

15 b e s e cur e d tog e th e r, for e xamp le , by grav i tat i ona l forc e s and/or by i nt e r l ock i ng 
memb e rs and/or by c li ps, catch e s, h i ng e s, bolts, scr e ws, or oth e r m e chanica l or 
magn e t i c m e ans. I n on e embod i ment, th e p e destal bas e compris e s two or mor e 
cy li ndr i ca l m e mb e rs having substant i a ll y th e sam e d i am e ter and th e sam e or d i ff e r e nt 
h ei ghts s ele ct e d to mak e a p e d e sta l bas e of d e s i r e d h ei ght. I n anoth e r e mbodim e nt, 

20 the p e destal base compris e s two or more wa ll members, oach wal l mombor hav i ng the 
same he i ght as tho fin i shed podosta l base and the wal l mombors be i ng secured, e.g. 
int e r l ock e d, tog e th e r. 



I n on e e mbod i m e nt, th e podosta l bas e compr i s e s two or mor e m e mb e rs, 

25 preferably tubu l ar members, which No on top of oach othor and which can b e rotated 
r el at i v e to e ach oth e r about th e ax i s of th e pedesta l bas e . Th i s makes i t poss i ble to 
a li gn th o support mombors in a desired direction. Th i s is des i rab l e for ease of assembly 
wh e n ass e mbl i ng a p e d e stal that i nc l udes two or mor e p e d e sta l bas e s, a nd for rotating 
a p e d e stal having a s i ng le p e d e sta l bas e so that a s e rv i ng d i sh, flower vas e , i c e 
30 sculptur e or oth e r obj e ct p l ac e d thereon can be ori e nt e d in a d e sir e d dir e ction. This also 
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mak e s it poss i bl e to ass e mble a p e d e sta l baso from which sets of support m e mb e rs can 
oxtond at d i fferent l ovo l s in d i rect i ons at ang l es, for oxamp l o at r i ght angles, to oach 
oth e r. I n on e e xamp le of this e mbod i m e nt, one of th e tubu l ar m e mbers has an ext e rior 
li p and tho other has an int e rior li p, and tho l ips fit rotatab l y to each other. In another 
5 e xamp le of th i s e mbod i ment, th e p e d e sta l bas e compr i s e s a l ow e r tubu l ar m e mb e r, an 
upper tubu l ar m e mb e r, and a tubular li nk i ng memb e r b e tw ee n th e l ow e r and upp e r 
tubu l ar members. For oxamp l o, tho tubu l ar l i nk i ng member preferably compr i ses 

a radial section wh i ch oxtonds between tho upper and lowor members, 

and 

Crl rCr 

10 (ii) a tubular s e ct i on having an upp e r port i on wh i ch is adjac e nt to but spac e d 

apart from th e upp e r tubular memb e r and a l ower portion wh i ch is adjac e nt to but 
spac e d apart from th e l ow e r tubular memb e r. 
Tho tubular s e ction ma i ntains tho upper and low e r m e mb e rs i n place. It can surround at 
le ast part of th e e xt e rior wal l of the p e r i ph e ry of on e of th e upp e r or low e r m e mb e rs 
15 and/or at le ast part of the inter i or wall of th o per i ph e ry of tho other one of tho uppor and 
l ow e r m e mb e rs. Th e radial s e ction can compris e frict i on - r e duc i ng m e ans, for e xampl e 
on e or mor e ba ll b e ar i ngs, for e xampl e a ba ll rac e , so that th e upp e r and l ow e r 
m e mb e rs ar e mor e e asily rotatab le r e lativ e to e ach oth e r. 

20 Tho podostal baso can bo of any su i tab l e d i mens i ons. Wh e n the bas e is a 

cy li ndrical tube, as i s pr e ferr e d, its e xt e rior d i amotor can for o xamplo bo 4 to 24, 
preferab l y 8 to 16, in.; its h e ight can for oxamp l o bo 3 to 60 in., o.g. 3 to 24 in, 
pr e f e rab l y 4 to 12 i nches, for o xamp l o about 6 i n. or about 9 in.; and tho ratio of its 
e xt e r i or d i am e t e r to i ts h ei ght can for e xamp le b e 0.6 to 4 .0, pr e f e rab l y 1 .0 to 2.8. 

25 Whon tho baso i s not cy li ndr i c al , I ts e xt e rior circumfer e nce can for oxamplo be from 12 
to 75, pref e rab l y 25 to 50, i n.; i ts he i ght can for example bo 3 to 60, preferab l y 4 to 12, 
i n.; and th e rat i o of its e xt e r i or circumf e r e nc e to its he i ght can b e for e xamp le 2.0 to 
12.6, preferably 3.1 to 9.0. The wall th i ckness of the tube can bo for example 0.1 to 1 , 
pr e ferab l y 0.2 to 0.5, i n. 
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Support Members 



The pedestals of tho first aspect of the invention include at least two support 
members. The dimensions of the support members and of the channels in the pedestal 
5 base into which they fit should be correlated so that straight support members can be 
slidably fitted into the channels. 

The cross-section of the support members and the height of the open channels in 
the pedestal base are pr e f e rab l y correlated so that the top surfaces of the support 
1 0 members lie in a single horizontal plane which plane, g e n e ral l y but not n e c e ssari l y a 
hor i zonta l plan e . 

I n som e e mbod i m e nts of th e i nv e nt i on, no part of th e p e d e sta l bas e e xt e nds 

above tho top surfac e of th e support members. I n th i s e mbodim e nt, pr e f e rably a 

1 5 hor i zonta l p l an e conta i n i ng th e top surfaces of th e support m e mb e rs is substantially 
higher than a horizontal plane containing the upper surface of the pedestal base. For 
bas e ; for example, the distance between the planes can be 0.3 to 0.7 times the height 
of the support members. For example, the distance can be such that a second pedestal 
base, preferably a pedestal base having a channel-containing upper surface identical to 

20 the channel-containing upper surface of the first pedestal base) can be placed "upside- 
down" on top of the support members and can be slid along the support members^-fef 
example so that tho axos of tho two p e d e sta l s coincid o. 

I n oth e r e mbodim e nts of th e i nv e nt i on, th e p e r i ph e ry of th e p e d e sta l bas e , e xc e pt 
25 wh e r e it is i nt e rrupt e d by th e op e n chann e ls, e xt e nds abov e th e top surfac e s of th e 
support members, thus form i ng a r i m wh i ch he l ps to pr e v e nt d i shos or othor objects 
placed on th e support m e mb e rs from b e ing push e d off th e p e d e sta l . 

The support members can have any cross-section which enables them to be 
30 fitted, preferably slidably fitted, into the open channels. Preferably all the support 
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members have the same cross-section. Preferably the support members have a cross- 
section having three or more equal sides so that it is not necessary to rotate the 
member in order to achieve the right orientation for the open channel. It is also 
preferred, in order to enhance the lateral stability of the support members, once they 
5 have been placed in the open channels, that each side of the support member has a 
vertical section adjacent to a vertical section of the channel, for example a square, 
hexagonal or octagonal cross-section. A square cross-section is particularly preferred. 

Preferably all the support members are straight. However, although, as noted 
10 above, the open channels in the pedestal base must be such that they will accept a 
plurality of straight members, it is not necessary that each, or even any, of the support 
members is straight throughout its length. It is preferred, however, that each support 
member comprises straight sections which can be slidably fitted into the open channels. 
The support members can also include location devices intended to make it easier to 
1 5 achieve desired configurations. 



The support members can have any suitable dimensions. When the support 
member has a square cross-section, each side of the square can for example be 0.25 to 
3, or 0.25 to 2, preferably 0.5 to 1.5, in. long. When the support member has a different 

20 cross-section, the peripheral length of the cross-section can for example be 0.75 to 12, 
preferably 2 to 6, in. The length of each support member must be sufficient that it is 
supported in at least two channels of a pedestal base. Thus, for a podosta l having a 
s i ng le tubu l ar p e d e stal bas e , tho l ength of e ach support memb e r is g e nera ll y at l e ast 
1.1 t i mes, preferab l y at loast 1 .2 timos, for examp l e 1 .2 to 2.0 tim o s, th o l arg e st 

25 hor i zonta l d i mension of tho podosta l bas e . 

The distance between the adjacent support members should be small enough to 
ensure that objects likely to be placed on the pedestal will be stably supported by the 
support members. Thus, this distance is generally not more than 2.5 in., preferably not 
30 more than 2.0 in., for example 0.25 to 2.5 in., preferably 1 .0 to 2.0 in. 
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The support members can be a solid and/or hollow. They can also be telescopic. 



Pedestals including Two or More Pedestal Bases 

5 

The pedestals of the present invention can include two or more pedestal bases 
as defined . In such pedestals, each support member is preferably slidably fitted into a 
pair of open channels in each base pedestal base . However, unless it is also possible 
for one or more (including all) of the support members to be slidably fitted into a pair of 
10 open channels in one pedestal base and a single open channel in another pedestal 

base. As noted abov e , when th e support m e mb e rs ar e fitt e d i nto a singl e op e n chann el 
in oach of two or mor e s e parat e art i c l es, tho soparato art i c le s together constitut e a 
s i ng le p e d e sta l b a s e . 



15 I n on e e mbod i m e nt, a p e d e stal compr i s e s 

(4-) a f i rst base p e d e sta l which i nclud e s op o n channe l s in its upper p e r i ph e ry, 

(2) a s e cond bas e p e d e stal wh i ch i nclud e s op e n chann el s in its upp e r 

per i ph e ry and is spacod apart from th e first bas e p e d e stal, and which i s 

pr e f e rab l y i d e ntical to tho first bas e p e d e sta l , and 

20 (3) a plural i ty of support memb e rs, at l east somo of wh i ch are s li dab l y fitted 

into a pa i r of op e n chann el s in th e f i rst base p e d e sta l and into a pa i r of op e n 

chann e ls in tho second baso pedestal- 
Such a podostal can further compr i se a th i rd bas e p e d e st a l whos o lower periphery 
i nc l ud e s open chann el s which are sl i dably fitt e d onto th e p l ura li ty of support 

25 m e mb e rs (3). In anoth e r ombodimont, a podosta l compr i ses 

(4} a first baso pod o sta l hav i ng open channels i n its uppor surface, 

(2) a s e cond bas e p e d e sta l having op e n chann el s in its l ow e r surface and 

whos e ax i s is substant i ally tho samo as th e axis of th e first bas o p o d o sta l , and 
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(3) a plural i ty of support m e mbers, each of wh i ch is s l idab l y f i tted into a pair of 

open channe l s in the f i rst bas e ped e stal and i nto a pa i r of open channe l s i n the 

s e cond base pedesta l . 

5 Pedestal Bases including Accessories 

The pedestal bases of the i nvent i on can also be used to support accessories in 
addition to , or i n plac e of, the support members. For example, apertures in the wall 
members, of a ped e sta l , or ledges or hooks on the surfaces of the wall members i nt e r i or 

1 0 or e xt e r i or wa l l of a p e d e sta l, can be used to support ice trays or sources of heat in 
order to cool or to heat food placed on the support members. Other useful accessories 
can b e support e d by th e upp e r surf a c e of th e p e d e sta l bas e . Such accessor ie s can b e 
us e d in p l ac e of or i n addition to the support m e mb e rs. One such acc e ssory is a cap 
that fits over the uppor periphery of th e p e d e stal base, for examp l e so as to concea l any 

15 channe l s there i n, to prov i d e a so l id or aporturod cover over part or a l l of th e base. A 
s e cond such acc e ssory has arms that fit i nto channels i n th e upp e r p e r i ph e ry of th e 
bas e , to prov i d e a so l id or ap e rtur e d support surface ov e r part or a ll of th e bas e , th e 
support surface be i ng abov e , l eve l w i th, or be l ow the per i phery. A third such accessory 
i s used i n conjunct i on w i th support m e mbers that e xt e nd on l y part of th e way across th e 

20 base, and has arms that f i t betw ee n the support members and rest on top of the 

p e r i ph e ry of th e base, preferab l y providing, with the support members, a substantia ll y 
cont i nuous support surfac e . Wh e n th e accessory is ap e rtur e d, this conv e rts th e 
p e d e sta l bas e i nto a ped e sta l w i th i n which can b e plac e d a sourc e of h e at, for e xamp le 
a so li d fu el h e at e r, and which th e n s e rv e s as a gr ill or as a hot p l at e for k ee p i ng food 

25 hot, 

The pedestals of th o invention can a l so i nc l ud e accossor i os which have 

(a) lower portions designed to engage, optionally slidably, the upper surface 
of at least one support member, so that the accessory is supported on top of the 
30 support member, or 
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(b) upper portions designed to engage, optionally slidably, at least one 
support member wh i ch oxtonds between two podostal basos , so that the 
accessory hangs below the support member. 

Such an accessory can serve to support two or more additional support members which 
5 extend at an angle, for example a right angle, to the support members engaged by the 

accessory. 

Materials for the Pedestal Bases and Support Members. 

10 The pedestal bases and support members can be made of any material having 

properties suitable for the way in which the pedestal is to be used. For general-purpose 
use, metal is a preferred material. However, it is also possible to use natural or synthetic 
polymeric materials, or wood, to obtain particular functional or aesthetic results and/or to 
strike an economic compromise between cost and performance. High melting synthetic 

15 polymers, for example polyphenylene sulfides and polyether ether ketones, can be used 
when a heat resistant pedestal is needed. Other materials that can be used, when their 
properties are suitable for the way in which the pedestal is to be used, include rigid 
polyvinyl chloride, polymethyl methacrylate, acrylate resins, liquid crystal polyesters, 
polycarbonates and cellulosic materials, for example corrugated paper products. 

20 Preferably, the material has a matte finish, so that it does not show fingerprints, is 
resistant to staining by food and beverages, and is resistant to detergents and other 
materials used in commercial washing systems. We prefer to use aluminum which has 
been finished so that it has a gray, metallic appearance. 

25 Preferably, the pedestal bases and support members are free of crevices which 

might trap food or bacteria; for this reason, the presence of screws in the pedestals and 
support members is preferably avoided. 



18 



Referring now to the drawings, lik o components aro roforrod to by tho samo 
roforonco numera l s in F i gures 1 8 and 44 49. Tho othor F i gures do not conta i n 
roforonco numerals because they i l lustrat e ornamenta l des i gn character i stics 

5 In Figur e s 1 3, a ped e sta l compris e s a cyl i ndr i ca l p e d e sta l bas e 1 having a l ow e r 

per i phery 1 1 , an upper p e riphery 1 2 and apertures 1 4 , which aro tho samo s i ze and 
uniform l y spac e d around th e bas o . Th e upp e r p e r i ph e ry 12 i nclud e s s i x pa i rs of op e n 
chann e ls 121 , and a support member 2 of square cross sect i on i s slidab l y f i tt e d i nto 
each pa i r of chann el s. 

10 

I n F i gur e 4 , a cap 3 conta i ning a p l ura li ty of ap e rtur e s 31 is fitt e d ov e r th e top of a 

p e d e sta l bas e 1 as shown i n F i gur e s 1 - 3, i nstead of th e support m e mb e rs. 

F i gure 5 shows an accessory 4 for f i tting on top of a pedesta l baso 1 as shown i n 

15 F i gur e s 1 - 3 wh e n th e re ar e support m e mb e rs wh i ch e xt e nd almost ha l f way a cross th e 
p e desta l bas e , from one sid e only as shown for e xamp le in F i gur e 8, or from both s i d e s. 
Th e acc e ssory compr i s e s f i v e paral lel arms 41 wh i ch ar e jo i n e d tog e th e r by a c e ntra l r i b 
4 2. Th e arms 41 hav e a le ngth such that th e y r e st on top of th e upp e r p e r i ph e ry 12 of 
tho pedestal base 1 and a width such that they f i t between tho support m e mb e rs. 

20 

F i gures 6 and 7 show cy l indr i ca l p e d e sta l bas e s of the inv e nt i on comprising a 

l ow e r tubular m e mb e r 5 and an upp e r tubu l ar m e mb e r 1 which i s s i milar to th e p e d e stal 
bas e shown in F i gur e 1 , exc e pt that it do e s not conta i n ap e rtur e s. A tubu l ar l ink i ng 
m e mb e r 6 is plac e d b e tween the tubular m e mb e rs 1 and 5, and p e rm i ts th e m to b e 
25 rotat e d r e lat i v e to e ach othor. Th e li nk i ng m e mb e r 6 i nc l ud e s a rad i a l s e ct i on 61 which 
e xt e nds between th e tubular m e mb e rs 1 and 5. I n F i gur e 6, th e r e ma i nd e r of th e li nk i ng 
member l i es w i th i n th e tubular m e mb e rs 5 and 6. I n F i gur e 7, tho r e maind e r of th e 
li nking mombor l i es outs i de tho tubu l ar members 5 and 6. 
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Figure 8 shows a podostal of the i nvent i on i nc l ud i ng two l ower podosta l basos 1A 

and 1B, an upper "ups i de down" ped e stal base 1C, and six support m e mbers 2, wh i ch 
are sl i dably f i tted i nto ch a nnels in, and e xtend a l i tt l e lo ss than halfway across, the two 
l ow e r pedesta l bas e s 1A and 1B. Th e upp e r podosta l base 1C is p l ac e d on top of the 
5 support bars and can b e sl i d from th e pos i tion shown from on e s i d e of th e p e desta l to 
th e oth e r. 

Figures 1^3 44 46 show a pedestal of the invention af^ comprising a pedestal 
base composed of three separate wall members 1A, 1B and 1C, each having four open 
10 channels in and its upper surface. Four support members 2 are slidably fitted into the 
open channels. 

F i gur e A7 shows a p e d e sta l of th e i nv e nt i on compris i ng a s e rp e nt i n e mono li th i c 
p e d e stal bas e 1 hav i ng 20 op e n chann el s i n its upp e r surfac e . Four support m e mb e rs 2 
15 are s li dab l y f i tted into the open channe l s. The end vi e w of F i gure 47 i s the samo as 
Figur e 46. 

Figur e s 48 49 show a p e d e sta l of th e i nv e nt i on compr i sing a br i dg e- shap e d 

p e destal bas e 1 hav i ng twe l ve open chann el s i n i ts undu l at i ng upper surface. Four 
20 support m e mb e rs 2 are s li dab l y fitt e d i nto tho opon channe l s. 

Figures 53 55 show a podosta l of th e i nv e nt i on i n which tho podostal base is a 

tub o hav i ng an opon cross sect i on formed by two interlock i ng wall members 1 A and 1B. 

25 F i gur e 56 shows a p e d e sta l bas e of th e i nv e ntion wh i ch i s a tub e having an op e n 

cross - s e ct i on and hav i ng op e n channe l s in th e ap e x and i n th e upper and lower 
periph e ri e s. Two or more such bas o s can bo used w i th the i r axes hor i zonta l so that tho 
opon channe l s in tho apices of th o basos can slidab l y r e ceive support members in 
accordanc e w i th tho inv e nt i on, as shown i n F i gur e 57, or one or mor e such bas e s can 

30 be used w i th the ax i s v o rtica l , so that tho opon channe l s in e i ther or both of th o upper 
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and lower peripheries can slidab l y rece i ve support members in accordanco with th e 
i nv e nt i on, as shown i n F i gur e 58. 

I nsofar as tho Summary of I nv e nt i on and Dota il od Doscription abovo, and tho 

accompany i ng draw i ngs, d i sc l ose any add i t i onal inv e ntion which i s not within th o scopo 
of th e claims b el ow, w e do not d e d i c a t e such add i tiona l i nvent i on to tho public and w e 
r e serve th e right to f ile on e or mor e cont i nu i ng app l icat i ons to c l a i m such additiona l 
i nvention. 
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